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Tennis-the sport that shaped 
Jackie Martin’s life 

Practicing five days a week, before and after school, and attending or competing in 
regional tournaments every weekend was how Jackie Martin spent a good portion of her 
childhood. For Martin, childhood began in “freezing” Tuxedo, N.Y., where she thrived 
and triumphed at indoor tennis at a club called Maywood Tennis. At Maywood, Martin 
took part in an athletic calling that would mold her into the person she is today. 

“I began playing tennis when I was seven years old. It was like a family tradition for me, 
my entire family plays tennis, even my grandparents!” Martin said. 

Growing up Martin could closely relate to the Williams sisters because she also had an 
older sister, Nicole, who played tennis. “I looked up to the Williams sisters as role 
models when I was growing up and idealized their style of play.” Martin said, “Venus 
and Serena were amazing players who not only had passion for the game of tennis, but 
also had a great relationship as sisters.” 

“Jackie comes from a very athletic family where sports are a form of bonding and 
exercise.” Said Jackie’s mom, Gina Martin, “Tennis has definitely brought our family 
closer.” 

By the time Martin was 16 years old, she was ranked second in the eastern section and 
67th in the nation. Unfortunately, at the age of 17, Martin stopped playing tennis 
competitively and felt physically burnt out she said. She had devoted 10 years of her life 
to playing tennis. Every weekend, she was at a tournament, and Martin began to feel left 
out socially. Despite these feelings, Martin had developed everlasting relationships with 
her family and absorbed important life principles such as hard work and dedication. 

Martin is now enrolled in the School of Communications at the University of Miami, and 
is majoring in public relations and minoring in marketing. Martin also plays tennis in her 
spare time with her sister to keep their relationship close she said. 

“I chose to go to the University of Miami, because I want to be close to my family and 
enjoy the beautiful weather of Miami!” said Martin. 

Martin has become very integrated among her university community and has made 
numerous friends due to her involvement with the Club Tennis Team at the University of 



Miami. The sport of tennis has helped Martin in many ways that she may never 
recognize, and has shaped my life she said. 

“I am so grateful that I dedicated so much time to the game of tennis, because it really 
has influenced my life in the long run.” Said Martin. 

	  


